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What is Food Rescue?
• A tool to divert surplus edible food from 

going to a landfill to instead feed those in 
need.

• An innovative partnership.

• The highest use of this material.



Is food waste an issue?

• 40% of food is wasted -
the equivalent of $165 
billion each year.

• For the average family of 
four, food waste = $1,350 
to $2,275 per year.

• The average household 
wastes about 25% of 
the food they purchase.





Is food waste an issue in our state?

Businesses & 
Institutions

• 10.5% edible food
• 208,000 tons



Schools throw away lots of food

• 70% of what a typical elementary 
school throws away is food



Food Waste Prevention
Reduce the volume of wasted food generated

Feed People - Donate extra food to food 
banks, soup kitchens, and shelters 

Feed Animals – Divert food 
scraps to animal feed

Feed Soil 
Create Compost

Industry
Rendering, energy 

recovery

Landfill

Why food banks & meal programs?



How do you partner with local 
government?

• Get to know your local solid waste 
department
– Attend a SWAC meeting

– Skim their management plan

– Talk about other successful examples



How do you partner with local 
government?

• Develop a plan or explore 
opportunities to:
– Provide outreach to the community

– Identify sources of surplus edible food

– Event planning
Funding not included



New sources to rescue food

• Schools!
• Casinos
• Colleges
• Restaurants
• Food processors
• Coffee shops
• Caterers 

• More schools!
• Large public events

– Marathons
– Fairs
– Civic celebrations
– Food-themed events
– Concerts



Outreach to businesses and 
institutions

• Presentations to local chambers of 
commerce

• Brochures/billing inserts

• Traditional & social media
• Empower your 

organization



How do you partner with local 
government?

• Look for a Request for Proposal (RFP)

Includes
funding



How do you partner with state or 
local government?

• Get to know grants

Includes
funding



What would a local agency like to see?

• Registered non-profit, with insurance, in 

good standing

• History of working with businesses

• A plan 

• Evidence of monthly reporting

• Strong staff or volunteer base
$$$



Planning for food rescue

• Time & Commitment

• Are you familiar with 
contracts or MOU?

$$$



Planning for food rescue

• Assess your capacity
– What items could you use?
– How will upgrades keep food out of 

the landfill?

• Who/How will you transport new 
food? $$$



Assess Capacity
Identify items to help rescue food

• Commercial freezers and refrigerators
• Stainless steel work tables
• Shelving units and loading carts
• Mobile insulated food carriers
• Scales, vacuum food sealers, thermometers



Measure data



Measure data



Measure data



Measure data



Why should a business rescue food?

• Saves money – most expensive way to manage 
surplus food is disposing into the garbage.

• Saves time and space – frees up storage space by 
donating regularly and food banks/meal programs 
typically provide supplies needed to rescue food. 

• Helps families in need - 1 in 5 Washingtonians relies 
on their local food bank.

• Conserves resources – food waste is single largest 
item, by weight, in the garbage. 



Things to consider

• Time & commitment 

• Changes in staff & leadership 

• The food-donation world is changing

• Available capital funds

• Language barriers

• Federal/State surplus?



“Toolkit” available

Includes…

• Essential questions to ask your agency and a 
potential partner

• Sample MOU & Equipment lease  

• Data reporting forms

• Sample outreach material

• Federal & State surplus application



Thank you!

Gregory Gachowsky

Solid Waste Planner
Southwest Regional Office

360-407-6125
Gregory.Gachowsky@ecy.wa.gov

mailto:Gregory.Gachowsky@ecy.wa.gov
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